
ANIMALS ARE
NOT OURS

to experiment on, eat, wear,

use for entertainment, or

abuse in any other way. 

If You Support Trap-Neuter-
Release, You Support Killing

Wildlife

“Outdoor cats” kill. That’s the stark reality. Those who let cats roam

outdoors freely or who support trap-neuter-release

(https://www.peta.org/blog/watch-video-trap-neuter-release-advo-

cates-dont-want-see/) (TNR) programs need to know that allowing

cats—who are non-native and extremely e�cient predators—free

rein to kill wildlife is indefensible.

(https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/TNR-kitten-with-

bird-in-mouth-scaled.jpg)

Billions of native wild animals are terrorized, maimed, mauled, and

killed by cats every year. Birds, squirrels, chipmunks, rabbits,

opossums, mice, rats, moles, and countless others who are simply

inhabiting their own home—their natural habitat, the only place they

know, and the place where they belong—shouldn’t have to contend

with free-roaming cats.
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(https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/TNR-animals-

killed-one-month-feral-cats.jpeg)Blue Ridge Wildlife Center

These are the bodies of the small native animals who—despite expert medical

care—died in just one month at a wildlife rehabilitation hospital after being

attacked by roaming cats.

There’s Nothing Natural About Trap-Neuter-

Release

Homeless, unsocializable cats are domesticated and genetically

identical to the cats who share our homes. They are no more

equipped to withstand the world’s threats than our own cats are.

Homelessness is unnatural for these animals—and no domestic

animal should be left in such a vulnerable position. Yet “natural

attrition” is the euphemism used to describe the deaths of free-

roaming cats by proponents of TNR and others who think cats

should be left outdoors to fend for themselves.

PETA’s �eldworkers and shelter sta� see “natural attrition” �rsthand—

almost daily—and there’s nothing humane about it. We regularly

come to the aid of “outdoor cats” found with their eyeballs hanging

out of their sockets, eyes and noses crusted shut from untreated

upper respiratory infections, tails or legs degloved (stripped of skin)

as a result of attacks by other animals, or ears turned into a bloody

pulp from scratching at maddening ear mites—as well as cats

https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/TNR-animals-killed-one-month-feral-cats.jpeg


wasting away due to feline AIDS, leukemia, or other deadly diseases.

Painless euthanasia is not the worst thing that can happen to these

cats.

(https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/feral-cats-06.jpg)

The vast majority of free-roaming cats haven’t been subjected to

TNR—they’re friendly, social animals who are simply fed and allowed

to reproduce. Not only are such cats adoptable, they may also be

someone’s lost companion.

In a disturbing new trend that exacerbates this situation, many

animal shelters are refusing to take in cats—even kittens—and are

telling people to let them fend for themselves (and therefore

reproduce and kill native wildlife). Some shelters are even going so

far as to engage in TNR themselves. Why? It’s all about making the

shelters’ statistics (“save rates”) look good.

Open-admission shelters that provide lost animals with safe harbor

are their best chance at being reunited with their guardians—who

may be frantically searching for them—or �nding another safe, loving

indoor home.

War on Wildlife

Free-roaming cats have caused the extinction of at least 60 species

globally—40 species of birds and 20 species of mammals. And that

grim �gure makes sense when you do the math: Studies have found

that one roaming cat kills an estimated 100 animals every year.
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Multiply that by the number of cats roaming around and you’ll get

billions of victims—and they don’t all die quickly. Cats are known to

enjoy “playing” with their prey, and they can spread potentially fatal

diseases to wildlife.

(https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/TNR-cardinal-

killed-by-feral-cats.jpeg)Blue Ridge Wildlife Center

This northern cardinal died after being attacked by a cat, despite expert

medical care.
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(https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/TNR-dead-bird-

killed-by-cats.jpeg)Blue Ridge Wildlife Center

Roaming cats fatally wound birds. Many aren’t killed immediately but are left to

die slowly, in pain.
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(https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/TNR-three-

bats-killed-by-feral-cats.jpeg)Blue Ridge Wildlife Center

Bats of all species are often ravaged by roaming cats.

(https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/TNR-degloved-

rabbit.jpeg)Blue Ridge Wildlife Center

Cats attack small mammals, including rabbits, often degloving them (skinning

them alive).

You Can’t Be an Animal Advocate and Support

Trap-Neuter-Release

It’s not about you. TNR makes humans, not cats—and certainly not

wildlife—feel better, convincing themselves that they’re doing good.

That’s speciesism (https://www.peta.org/about-peta/faq/what-is-
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speciesism/). Just as you can’t be a meat-eating environmentalist

(https://prime.peta.org/news/meat-eating-environmentalist-think/), if

you care about animals, you can’t logically support leaving cats

outdoors to roam or dumping them on the streets through trap-

neuter-release programs. Life on the streets is no life at all for cats—

and for the wildlife they hurt and kill, it’s a death sentence. If TNR

were working, there would be far fewer cats su�ering without

homes.

We must address feline homelessness at its roots by requiring that

all cats be spayed or neutered, vaccinated, licensed, microchipped,

and kept indoors.

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS
IMPORTANT ISSUE

(HTTPS://WWW.PETA.ORG/FEATUR
ES/DOES-TNR-REALLY-SAVE-CAT)

https://www.peta.org/about-peta/faq/what-is-speciesism/
https://prime.peta.org/news/meat-eating-environmentalist-think/
https://www.peta.org/features/does-tnr-really-save-cat
https://www.peta.org/blog/bulldogs-and-pugs-will-no-longer-exist/
https://www.peta.org/blog/bulldogs-and-pugs-will-no-longer-exist/
https://www.peta.org/blog/edward-seymour-kittens-adoptable-animals/
https://www.peta.org/blog/edward-seymour-kittens-adoptable-animals/
https://www.peta.org/blog/breathing-impaired-breeds-at-risk-cold-weather/
https://www.peta.org/blog/puppies-for-sale-tijuana/

